


Owned and managed by the longest-
established safari family in Africa, the  

award-winning Cottar’s 1920s Camp and  
Private Bush Villa are located in the famous 
‘seventh’ natural wonder of the world, the  

Masai Mara in Kenya.

The Cottar family provide stunning and sustainable bespoke wildlife 
and wilderness experiences, engaging in the original spirit and 

essence of ‘safari’: an abundance of wildlife, a guarantee of privacy, 
and the highest standards of professional guiding, in a luxurious and 

authentic safari environment.

A BESPOKE SAFARI EXPERIENCE WITH A 5TH GENERATION SAFARI FAMILY



Calvin and Louise Cottar established Cottar’s 1920s Camp in the mid-nineties. The 

camp is situated in a timeless, unspoiled setting with views stretching to distant 

horizons of the Masai Mara and the Serengeti plains covered in boundless game.  

Cottar’s 1920s Camp is one of only nine accredited Global Ecosphere Retreats in the 

World and takes sustainability seriously.

VINTAGE LUXURY AT ITS BEST
The destination has its own 7,608 acre private conservancy and is situated just one 

kilometre from the Masai Mara in Kenya and the Tanzania Serengeti Game Reserve.

Cottar’s 1920s Camp provides the romance of safari under cream canvas tents, the 

style of the bygone era of the twenties, while at the same time supplying the amenities 

required by today’s modern world travellers. Offering an abundance of wildlife, a 

guarantee of privacy, and some of the best guides in Kenya. 



The camp has nine beautiful canvas accommodation tents in total - two 

unique honeymoon tents, four double tents and three family tents - all with 

en suite bathrooms. For communal use, there are three mess tent areas for 

dining, drinking, reading and relaxing, and an amazing pool and spa where 

guests can relax after a game drive. Guests can also enjoy a traditional 

canvas safari bath, a genuinely unique way of bathing. 

Following a recent extensive refurbishment, Cottar’s 1920s Camp in the 

Masai Mara now includes the signature Mess tent, as well as the Explorer’s 

tent, and a stunning new interior for a second honeymoon tent. 



Cottar’s Bush Villa can only be rented on an exclusive basis and comes with eight 

dedicated staff. The Villa has won the World Travel Award for Leading Luxury 

Private Villa in Africa and is Global Ecosphere Retreat accredited. The villa sleeps up 

to twelve guests, has its own private 25 metre swimming pool and boasts breath-

taking views onto the savannah plains, the location of the great annual wildebeest 

migration, and a backdrop of the Olentoroto Hill.

Designed by Louise Cottar and built by hand using indigenous and eco-friendly 

materials, the villa is managed within the same area as Cottar’s 1920s Camp, and 

guests can enjoy the same levels of service and standard for which the camp is 

known. Cottar’s Bush Villa offers the only real private luxury villa in the Masai Mara.

ELEGANT AND UNFORGETTABLE
THE ONLY REAL LUXURY PRIVATE VILLA IN THE MASAI MARA, KENYA.



The villa is over 10,000 square feet in size, and features a large living room, dining room, a 

magnificent viewing deck, and five en-suite bedrooms, all with stunning views. The villa has 

internet access throughout, satellite TV and DVD, and is powered with electric and solar 

energy. A dedicated game drive vehicle(s) and guide(s) are provided to guests throughout 

their stay.



NEW IMPACT EXPERIENCES

The Cottar family have developed unique, purpose-driven experiences that 

contribute to sustainability. Louise Cottar, co-owner, explains: ‘Luxury safaris 

and the Big 5 game experience have become commonplace. We believe that 

travellers still value these elements, but that they also want to participate in a 

more purposeful safari. As such, we have spent the last year developing safari 

experiences that have a positive impact to the client, to the complex and unique 

biodiversity that surrounds us and to the local Maasai community as we move 

forward into the next 100 years of providing safari and conservation services’.

Some of those experiences include engaging and learning about vulture 

rehabilitation, spending time with the only all-female conservation ranger unit in 

the Masai Mara, learning about the unique medicinal plants of the area, foraging 

and tasting local wild food, touring the community-owned private conservancy and 

participating in a reforestation seed disbursal bushwalk experience.

SAFARI EXPERIENCES

The Cottar family provide stunning wildlife and wilderness experiences, engaging 

in the original spirit and essence of ‘safari’: an abundance of wildlife, a guarantee of 

privacy, the highest standards of professional guiding, and sustainability all within 

a luxurious and authentic safari environment.

Activities are tailored to give guests the most genuine African safari experiences, 

focusing not only on wildlife and cultures but also on impact activities that 

contribute to sustainability and the importance of the ecosystem that surround 

us, as well encouraging social entrepreneurship, and community development. All 

activities are centred around this ethos.

Cottar’s 1920s Camp is a leading-edge Global Ecosphere Retreat member of The 

Long Run with a significant commitment to sustainability. The Long Run is one of 

the world’s largest initiatives led by nature-based businesses.



NEW! ACTIVITIES THAT ENGAGE & 
POSITIVELY IMPACT
Please note: some of these activities 

attract additional charges and need to be 

booked a minimum of 48 hours in advance.

• One-hour learning with female 

conservation rangers

• Pangolin talk

• Conservancy talk

• Medicinal plant walk and talk

• Mara predator project experience

• Carbon footprint, recycle and upcycle 

talk and experience

• Foraging with Letilet or Mzee Kinyaika 

and foraged dining experience

• Vulture Rehabilitation and Raptor talk/

experience

• Wild dog talk

• Transect/identification of wildlife early 

morning walk

• Talk on the culture and community of the 

Maasai people

• Half day with Mara Elephant Project 

learning 

• The Explorers Tent / 4C Centre visit

• History of safari talk

• Stargazing

• Reforestation seed dispersal activity

• Professional photography experience

ACTIVITIES

• Day and night game drives

• Bush walks

• Impact activities - see above

• Swimming pool time

• Running with a Maasai Warrior

• Local school visit

• Swimming at the waterfall (seasonal)

• Maasai Warrior School (all ages)

• Traditional canvas bush bath

• Maasai singing and dancing

ACTIVITIES AT AN ADDITIONAL COST

• Maasai village visit ($20 pp)

• Massage and other spa treatments 

(Starting from $50)

• Balloon ride over the Masai Mara  

($450 pp). PLEASE NOTE: The day 
begins with an early morning wakeup call 
at 3.30am with tea and coffee followed 
by a 4am departure to the launch site 
to enjoy a balloon safari over the Masai 
Mara. The drive from camp to the balloon 
site takes about 1.5 hours.

Vulture, Elephant, Pangolin, Photograph 

and Predator activities attract an 

additional charge depending on the scope 

of engagement. Please contact us for more 

details.



Our story started over a 100 years 
ago. Cottar’s Safaris is owned and 
managed by the oldest established 
and continuing safari family in Africa.

Attaining the status of Long Run Global 
Ecosphere Retreat® means that our property 
has achieved the highest sustainability 
standards through a balance in the 4Cs 
of biodiversity: conservation, community 
development, cultural stewardship and 
commerce. 

Our vision is for Cottar’s Safaris to be 
financially successful and sustainable, by 
remaining true to the family tradition of 
providing an authentic and bespoke safari 
experience and by ensuring a legacy of 
wilderness, wildlife, comfort and security and 
honouring a balance between conservation, 
prosperous commerce, community and 
culture.

The Cottar family provide genuinely stunning 
wildlife and wilderness experiences, engaging 
in the original spirit and essence of ‘safari’: an 
abundance of wildlife, a guarantee of privacy, 
and the highest standards of professional 
guiding, in a luxurious safari environment.

HIGHEST STANDARDS OF GUIDING 
We have the highest number of Gold (the 
highest professional level) Safari Guides 
within one camp in Kenya. All of our guides 
are chosen for their unique skill set, great 
personalities and a full understanding of the 
Cottar’s guiding ethos.

AWARD WINNING CAMP
Cottar’s 1920s Camp has won numerous 
accolades including ‘Best Tented Camp in 
the World’ (Tatler Magazine), ‘Top Guides 
of Africa’ (Conde Nast Traveller), ‘101 Best 
Hotels’ (Tatler Travel Guide), ‘Best Trip of 
a Lifetime’ (Fodors), among many others. 
Cottar’s Bush Villa won Africa’s Leading 
Luxury Private Villa 2016 ~ World Travel 
Awards 2016.

LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION
Cottar’s 1920s Camp and Bush Villa are 
located in the famous ‘seventh’ natural 
wonder of the world, the Masai Mara which 
has the largest concentration of terrestrial 
wildlife on earth -  wildebeest, zebra and 
plains game migration that includes over 
2.5 million animals with some of the highest 
success rates of big five sightings in the 
business.

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP
The Cottar family works in partnership 
with the Maasai community towards 
sustainable ecosystem management through 
conservation. We solely support the 7,608 
acre Olderkesi Wildlife Conservancy which 
maintains a critical migratory corridor for 
wildlife. The camp is situated on Maasai 
owned land, employs members of the 
Maasai community and supports numerous 
initiatives including a school, medical 
facilities, water supply and an ambulance 
service.

PRIVACY
Situated in an untouched and exclusive 
conservancy bordering the Serengeti and 
Masai Mara National Reserve we are the 
only camp in the 7,608 acre Olderkesi 
Conservancy, ensuring no disturbance from 
outsiders.

THE MAASAI EXPERIENCE
We work hard to provide authentic and 
respectful cultural experiences and have 
developed some unique engagements such 
as ‘The Maasai Warrior School’, cultural visits, 
Maasai wedding blessings and invitations to 
certain Maasai ceremonies.

AUTHENTIC AND UNIQUE 
ACCOMMODATION
Our accommodation choices are authentic 
and luxurious ranging from cream tents to 
the Bush Villa.

SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE
We have designed the camp so that 
honeymooners or families can stay and have 
their own space without disturbing others. 
From our family tents, to our honeymoon 
suite, to our Bush Villa, to private dining, to 
children’s menus, we can serve all guests’ 
requirements.

HIGHLIGHTS



A full 20% of our profits support 

conservation, community and culture 

initiatives in a critically important 

migratory corridor in the Serengeti –  

Mara ecosystem.

Our expert safari curators are on hand to 

understand your interests and provide 

personalised safari itineraries, advice 

and professional guiding services. We 

only recommend destinations and safari 

properties that meaningfully support 

conservation, community or cultural 

issues. For us, it is about worth to the 

planet.

Cottar’s Safari Service draws on unique 

experiential safari locations, wildlife and 

people, to provide one-of-a-kind life-

changing journeys. We have screened 

some 100 lodges, camps and villas 

in Africa based on criteria such as 

unique safari and wildlife experiences, 

contribution to conservation, cultural 

support and community empowerment. 

The website below provides some safari 

ideas for inspiration. 

WWW.COTTARSSAFARISERVICES.COM

COMMITTED TO CONSERVING CRUCIAL WILDERNESS AREAS 
IN EAST AFRICA THROUGH TRAVEL. #FORCONSERVATION

Cottar’s Safari Serviceis an award-winning fifth generational family 
business that designs tailor-made, professionally-guided sustainable, 
luxury safaris in East Africa.



We joined THE LONG RUN in 2012 and 

committed to a holistic balance of the 

4Cs: Conservation, Community, Culture 

and Commerce – as a means to contribute 

meaningfully to the biodiversity and the 

people of our local region.

• We were awarded GER® (Global 

Ecosphere Retreat) recognition in 2015 

for: Establishing a 7608-acre wildlife 

conservancy bordering the Maasai Mara: 

the Olderkesi Conservancy

• 100 years of safari history – the Cottar’s 

have 60,000 important historical images of 

value in a trust, from the 1900s onwards.

• The Maasai culture & community - more 

than 70% of employees are from the local 

Maasai community, and they are actively 

encouraged to show-off their culture by 

interacting with visitors, wearing traditional 

dress and selling their handicrafts.

• We believe that it is important that in our 

efforts we are fully accountable and that 

we share our values and learnings globally. 

Through our partnership with The Long 

Run and your time spent at Cottar’s we 

hope to create a culture of sustainable 

tourism.

COTTAR’S & THE LONG RUN
We are a Global Ecosphere Retreat member of The Long Run who support, 
connect and inspire us to excel in following the highest standards of sustainability 
encompassing: Conservation, Community, Culture and Commerce (The 4Cs).



Cutting edge conservation, how does it work?

In simple terms it’s known as ‘land leasing’. The conservancy is 

managed by Cottar’s Wildlife Conservancy Trust (CWCT), which 

leases land from the Olderkesi Community Wildlife Trust (OCWT). 

The 7608 acres of the Olderkesi Conservancy is owned by all 

6,000 landowners of the Olderkesi land area but it is rented by 

Cottar’s Wildlife Conservancy Trust.

CWCT arranges a long-term lease of land from the OCWT, paying fair rates that 

exceed what could be charged by subdividing land with fences. This is most easily 

described as ‘renting land for wildlife.’ Rent payments are shared equally among 

the entire community, not just a few leaders in the group. CWCT also assists with 

creating opportunities and growth for the community in other ways.

To date, the CWCT has built schools, provided medical services, employed security 

scouts from the community, built water troughs for cattle, provided bursaries to 

students and assistance to protect local cedar forests from illegal logging. In return, 

the leased land is to be left alone, free of settlements, farming, and uncontrolled 

domestic livestock grazing, and exists as a safe habitat and passage for wildlife. 

The Maasai agree to live on other sections of their land, supported in part by the 

payments from the Conservancy.

The land use policies are enforced by the Maasai people, with assistance from 

CWCT where necessary. In general, communities don’t want to be completely rid 

of wildlife, but they have to see a benefit to the risks in having it around. Conflict 

arises when humans and wildlife clash due to space encroachment; people are 

less inclined to want elephants around when they can destroy a whole season’s 

crop in one night, or when lions can kill valuable cattle, or children are at risk from 

desperate wildlife searching for territory and food.

Setting aside land for wildlife and providing monetary benefits to the community 

for protecting wildlife helps alleviate this conflict. Wildlife has free space to roam, 

and communities who see benefits in wildlife play active roles in protecting it.

Many thanks to all the people and organizations that made efforts to support 

CWCT.

COTTAR’S WILDLIFE 
CONSERVANCY TRUST (CWCT)



In 1919, together with his sons, Mike, Bud and 

Ted, Charles established Cottar’s Safari Service, 

one of the very first registered safari companies 

offering superior big film and wildlife extraction 

safaris throughout Africa, India and Indochina. 

Charles Cottar survived elephant, buffalo, 

and three leopard attacks in his life, finally 

succumbing in 1939, at age 66, to a deadly 

rhino charge in the Mara region.

Mike and Bud carried on the safari business 

guiding for the Duke and Duchess of York, 

Woolworth Donahue and Martin and Osa 

Johnson, amongst others. Mike Cottar was 

friends with many of the characters from ‘Out 

of Africa’ and was Beryl Markham’s first flying 

passenger. 

The family was renowned amongst the British 

administration for being rebellious and anti-

establishment, preferring long stints with 

African tribes in wildest Africa. The Cottar 

family were the first to import American 

vehicles for safaris, to reach new areas such 

as Lake Paradise, and to obtain never before 

seen wildlife footage. In this family it was 

normal to have lions, leopards, wild dogs and 

chimpanzees as family pets. Mike’s son Glen, 

with his wife Pat, continued the family business 

and pioneered hunting and exploration 

expeditions into remote parts of Kenya, 

Tanzania, Uganda, Sudan, Zaire and Botswana.

Glen and Pat pioneered the photographic 

safari, setting up the first established tented 

camp just for photographic safaris in the early 

sixties followed by two others.

Glen passed away in 1996 and Pat in 2010. 

Glen’s son Calvin, together with his partner, 

Louise, began Cottar’s 1920s Safari Camp in the 

Masai Mara in the mid-nineties and continue to 

this day to represent the Cottar family safari 

heritage. It is hoped that some of their children, 

(Danni, Jasper, Charlie and Ella) will continue 

the safari legacy into the future!

Charles Cottar came to Africa from the USA in 1909, after reading 
President Theodore Roosevelt’s exhilarating accounts of his big game 

hunting expedition of 1906. Charles quickly established himself amongst 
the first professional hunters in East Africa, and in 1915, brought his family 

back to Kenya to settle for good.

A HISTORICAL JOURNEY



We are very excited to be partnering with AWF 

on our conservation and development efforts. 

There are many conservation organisations 

working across Africa, but we believe AWF is 

different. AWF is a citizen of Africa.

AWF has backed African capacity and leadership for conservation for almost 

six decades. Their vision - one we share - is of an Africa where sustainable 

development includes thriving wildlife and wildlands as a cultural and economic 

asset for Africa’s future generations.

AWF’s approach is to engage and support leadership at all levels in their efforts 

to stabilise Africa’s wildlife habitats, protect wildlife and wildlands, eliminate illegal 

wildlife trade, and ensure the development of Africa is inclusive and green. AWF’s 

multi-faceted approach ensures conservation strategies work for wildlife and 

people.

The greater Serengeti-Mara Landscape is one of AWF’s 41 priority large 

conservation landscapes. AWF and the Cottar’s Group signed an MOU in 2017. Both 

parties recognised that bringing one of Africa’s oldest conservation organisations 

together with one of Africa’s oldest tourism operators makes great sense. In our 

partnership, AWF plays two important roles: 1) as a technical conservation and 

development advisor to Cottar’s Wildlife Conservation Trust, and 2) as a fundraising 

extension of the Trust to assist guests who want to stay involved once they return 

home.

Together, we will work towards the sustainable development of the Olderkesi 

Conservancy by enhancing conservation in a way that supports the local 

community and will serve as a model for other community conservation areas 

across Africa.

MEET OUR PARTNER: 
AFRICAN WILDLIFE FOUNDATION (AWF)

JOIN US

We want to take this opportunity to thank you for your partnership. By choosing 

to be our guest, and by paying the park and conservancy fee, you have already 

donated $116 per night to conservation.

But the management and protection of this magnificent landscape and the needs 

and the aspirations of the Maasai community who call it home extend beyond this 

investment. We depend on philanthropic gifts as well. We invite you to learn more 

while you are here as our guest. Ask your guide; talk to the team taking care of 

you in your accommodation; question your hosts – everyone here at Cottar’s is 

committed to this magical part of the world. We expect you will be too before you 

head home!

We encourage you to contact AWF at cottars@awf.org or visit www.awf.org/cottars 

to learn how you can stay involved.

AWF looks forward to working with you to maintain your connection with Cottar’s 

and the Olderkesi Conservancy long into the future. Together, along with local 

communities, we can ensure the wildlife you’ve doubtless grown to love thrives for 

generations to come!



OLDERKESI CONSERVANCY | MASAI MARA | KENYA

E: BOOKINGS@COTTARSAFARIS.COM  

T: (+254) 0733773377 / 8

WWW.COTTARS.COM


